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Welcome to Ascension Episcopal Parish. We are thankful that you have joined us 
for our Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols. 
 
Before you enter the sanctuary, please take a candle for the Candlelight Carol 
which we will sing after the Eucharist. As you wait for the service to begin, we 
invite you to quietly meditate and prepare for worship during the organ prelude. 
 
During this service, the congregation is invited to join the choir for many of the 
carols. You may find these carols in The Hymnal 1982, found in the pew racks. 
Several carols are special arrangements, in which case, you may sing from the text 
in the bulletin. 
 
You may follow along with the liturgy of the Eucharist in the Book of Common 
Prayer (indicated in the bulletin as BCP), or in the Mass Book (MB). Both are 
found in the pew racks. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 
 
Prelude Noël sur les flutes Louis-Claude Daquin 
 
 
Processional Carol Once in Royal David’s City arr. David Willcocks 

EllaKathryn Craig, soprano soloist 
 

SOLO 
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her Baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 
The congregation rises as the procession begins. 
 

CONGREGATION & CHOIR 
He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 

And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 

For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above, 
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

 
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 

We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
Where like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around. 

 
 
The congregation remains standing for the Bidding Prayer. 
 
 
 



THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 
Brothers and sisters, be it this Christmas Eve our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem 
and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and 
mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our 
disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make 
this Chapel glad with our carols of praise. 
 
But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the 
earth; and for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build. And because this 
of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and 
the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them 
that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; all who know not 
the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 
and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the 
Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These 
prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
CONGREGATION 
OUR FATHER, which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
CELEBRANT 
Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 
ALL: Amen. 
 
The congregation is seated for the Lessons, Anthems, and Carols. 



THE LESSONS 
 

Following each reading the lector says, “The Word of the Lord.”  
To which the people respond, “Thanks be to God.” 

 

 
FIRST LESSON Genesis 3: 8–15 Xander Dominitz, lector 
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s 
head. 
 
The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time 
of the evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 
the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 
you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself.”  
 
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
 
The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all 
animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all 
the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 
Carol # 66 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Stuttgart 

 
CONGREGATION & CHOIR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



SECOND LESSON Isaiah 9:2; 6–7 Nathaniel Riggle, lector 
The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness—on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 
endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
Anthem Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence French carol 

Kathleen Garrett, alto soloist Arr. Stephen Cleobury 
 

SOLO  
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;  

ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand  
Christ our Lord to earth descendeth, our full homage to command.  

 
CHOIR 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,  
Lord of lords, in human vesture,in the Body and the Blood 

he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.  
 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of Light descendeth from the realms of endless day,  
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.  

 
CONGREGATION & CHOIR  

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye,  
veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, 

“Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 
 
 
 



THIRD LESSON Luke 1: 26–35; 38 Xander Dominitz, lector 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be.  
 
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  
 
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 
angel departed from her. 
 
Carol # 265 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven came” Gabriel’s Message 

 
CONGREGATION & CHOIR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FOURTH LESSON Luke 2: 1; 3–7 Nathaniel Riggle, lector 
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.   
 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. 
 

Carol # 98 “Unto Us a Boy is Born” Puer nobis nascitur 
 

CONGREGATION & CHOIR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FIFTH LESSON Luke 2: 8–16 Xander Dominitz, lector 
The shepherds go to the manger. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  
 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying,  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger. 
 
Anthem Gesù bambino Pietro A. Yon 

 
Susan O’Hollaren, mezzo soprano soloist 

 
CHOIR & SOLOIST 

When blossoms flowered ’mid the snows upon a winter night, 
Was born the Child, the Christmas Rose, the King of Love and Light. 

The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced; 
And at His blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Again the heart with rapture glows to greet the holy night, 
That gave the world its Christmas Rose, its King of Love and Light. 

Let ev’ry voice acclaim His name, the grateful chorus swell. 
From paradise to earth He came that we with Him might dwell. 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. 
 
 



SIXTH LESSON Matthew 2: 1–12 Nathaniel Riggle, lector 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For 
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”  
 
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by 
the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.”  
 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And 
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 
 
Carol #112 “In the Bleak Midwinter”  Cranham 

 
Verse 1: Samuel Craig, tenor solo 

Verses 2 & 4: CONGREGATION & CHOIR 
 

 
 
 
 
 



The people shall stand for the final lesson and carol. 
 
SEVENTH LESSON  John 1: 1–14 Fr. Phillip Craig 
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the 
Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
Carol #83 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Verses 1, 2 & 3 Adeste fidelis 

  Arr. David Willcocks 
CONGREGATION & CHOIR 

 
CELEBRANT: The Lord be with you.  
CONGREGATION: And with thy spirit.  
 
The Collect for the Nativity of Our Lord 
O God, you who have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen 
 
Homily             Fr. Phillip Craig 
The Peace 



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Carol # 81 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Es ist ein Ros’ 

 
CONGREGATION & CHOIR 

 
CELEBRANT: All things come of thee, O Lord. 

CONGREGATION: And of thine own have we given thee. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer II    BCP p. 340, MB p. 29 
Sanctus  Said 
Agnus Dei Said 
 
Communion of the Faithful 

 
All baptized persons are welcome to receive communion. Others are welcome to come to 

the rail for a blessing, crossing your arms to indicate your preference. 
 
Distribution Vous qui desirez sans fin Jean-François Dandrieu 
 
Candlelight Carol # 111 “Silent night, holy night” Stille Nacht 
 

CONGREGATION & CHOIR 
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.  

 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia. 
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!  

 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light, 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  

 
 



Postcommunion Prayer                                                               BCP p. 339, MB p. 37 
 
Recessional Carol “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn

arr. David Willcocks 
 

CONGREGATION & CHOIR 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies 

With the angelic host proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  

 
Christ by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of a Virgin's womb 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  
 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings! 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Postlude Quand le sauver Jesu Christ,  Jean-François Dandrieu 
ou bon Joseph écoutez moi 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASCENSION ADVENT CHOIR 
 

Kathleen Barrett 
Marion Edens 
Eloise Gibson 

Quinland Porter 
Susan O’Holleran 

 
EllaKathryn Craig and Samuel Craig, soloists 

 
Emma Mildred Riggle, organist & choirmaster 

 

OFFICIANT 
 

The Rev. C. Phillip Craig, Jr. 
 
 

READERS 
 

Xander Dominitz 
Nathaniel Riggle 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

ASCENSION  EPISCOPAL  PARISH 
1823 SW Spring St, Portland, OR 97201-2345 

503-227-7806 • e-mail: office@ascensionepiscopalparish.org 
On the Web: www.ascensionepiscopalparish.org 

 
The Rt. Rev. Michael Hanley, Bishop 
The Rev. C. Phillip Craig Jr., Rector 
Sally LeBaron, Parish Administrator 

Emma Mildred Riggle, Minister of Music 
Ian Cartwright, Clerk to the Vestry 

Giacomo Adragna, Sexton 
 

VESTRY 
Jeff Krum, Sr. Warden • Tom Hussey, Jr. Warden • Bob Howard, Treasurer 

Xander Dominitz • Marion Edens • James LeBaron •  John McPhee 
SuEllen Pommier • Jan Stuermer 

 
 
 
 

PLEASE JOIN US TOMORROW FOR  
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS WITH CAROLS 

DECEMBER 25, 2017, 10 A.M. 
 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES AT ASCENSION 
8:00 A.M. SAID MASS 

10:00 A.M. SUNG MASS WITH HYMNS 
 

 
 

 


