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Welcome to Ascension Episcopal Parish. We are thankful that you have joined us 
for our Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and Carols. 
 
Before you enter the sanctuary, please take a candle for the Candlelight Carol 
which we will sing after Communion. As you wait for the service to begin, we 
invite you to quietly meditate and prepare for worship during the organ prelude. 
 
During this service, the congregation is invited to sing many of the carols. You 
may find these carols in The Hymnal 1982, found in the pew racks. Several carols 
are special arrangements, in which case, you may sing from the text in the 
bulletin. 
 
You may follow along with the liturgy of the Eucharist in the Book of Common 
Prayer, found in the pew racks. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND 

CAROLS 
 
Organ Prelude Suite II from New Book of Carols Michel Corrette  

1. Vous qui désirez sans fin (1707-1795) 
2. Bon Joseph écoute moy  
3. Un jour Dieu résolut 
4. Tous les Bourgeois de Chastres  

 
Ringing of the Bell 

   
Processional Carol Once in Royal David’s City arr. David Willcocks 
Choir & Congregation EllaKathryn Craig, soloist (1919-2015) 

 
SOLO Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

  Where a mother laid her Baby in a manger for his bed: 
  Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little Child. 
   

  The congregation rises as the procession begins. 
 
  ALL He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 
  And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 
  With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 
  
  And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; 
  For that Child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above, 
  And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
   

Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
  We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high; 
  When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around. 
   
  The congregation remains standing for the Bidding Prayer. 



THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 
CELEBRANT: Brothers and sisters, be it this Christmas Eve our care and delight to prepare 
ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto 
Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. Let us 
read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days 
of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us 
make this Chapel glad with our carols of praise. 
 
But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the 
earth; and for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build. And because this 
of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and 
the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and them 
that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; all who know not 
the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 
and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the 
Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. These 
prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us: 
 
ALL 
OUR FATHER, who art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 
CELEBRANT: Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting 
life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 
 
ALL: Amen. 
 
  The congregation is seated for the Lessons, Anthems, and Carols. 



THE LESSONS 
 

Following each reading the lector says, “The Word of the Lord.”  
To which the people respond, “Thanks be to God.” 

 

FIRST LESSON Genesis 3:8–15 Xander Dominitz, lector 
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head. 
 
The man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and they hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 
garden. But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the 
sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 
The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 
Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust 
you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 
Carol # 56 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Veni Emmanuel 
Choir & Congregation Verses 1-5 
 

ALL O come, o come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 
REFRAIN: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

CHOIR O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily. 
  To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go.  
 

CHOIR O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times didst give the law, in cloud, and majesty, and awe.  

 

ALL O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, free them from Satan’s tyranny,  
That trust thy mighty power to save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 
REFRAIN 

 

ALL O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home. 
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 

  REFRAIN  



SECOND LESSON Isaiah 35:1-10 Nathaniel Riggle, lector 
The prophet proclaims that God will come and save us. 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it 
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
“Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He 
will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a 
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to 
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 
Carol # 81 “Lo, How A Rose E’er-Blooming” Es ist ein Ros’ 
Choir & Congregation 
 

ALL Lo, how a Rose e’er-blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as seers of old have sung. 
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter,  
When half spent was the night. 

 
CHOIR Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 

With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior 
When half spent was the night. 

 
ALL O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 

  Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere; 
  True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us 

And share our every load. 
 
 



THIRD LESSON Luke 1:26–35; 38 Xander Dominitz, lector 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary. 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by 
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am 
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 
 
Motet I Sing of a Maiden Patrick Hadley    
Ascension Choir (1899-1973) 

I sing of maiden that is makeless 
King of all kings to her son she ches. 
 
He came all so still where His mother was, 
As dew in April that falleth on the grass. 
 
He came all so still to His mother’s bower, 
As dew in April that falleth on the flower. 
 
He came all so still where His mother lay, 
As dew in April that falleth on the spray. 
 
Mother and maiden was never none but she: 
Well may such a lady God’s mother be. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOURTH LESSON Luke 2:1; 3–7 Nathaniel Riggle, lector 
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. All 
went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 
them in the inn. 
 
Carol # 78 O Little Town of Bethlehem arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams  
Choir & Congregation Verses 1, 2, 3 & 5 (1872-1958) 

descant by Thomas Armstrong 
(1898-1994) 

  ALL O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
CHOIR O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 

and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 
For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 

 
ALL How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
ALL  O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 

 
 
 



FIFTH LESSON Luke 2:8–16 Xander Dominitz, lector 
The shepherds go to the manger. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When 
the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  So they 
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
 

Carol  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen God Rest Ye Merry 
Choir & Congregation Samuel Craig, soloist arr. David Willcocks  
 

SOLO  God rest you merry, gentlemen let nothing you dismay,  
For Jesus Christ our Savior was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan’s power, when we were gone astray. 

ALL sing Refrain:O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

ALL  From God our heavenly Father a blessed angel came, 
  And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 
  How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name: ALL sing Refrain 
  

  CHOIR  The shepherds at those tidings rejoiced much in mind,  
  And left their flocks a-feeding in tempest, storm and wind, 
  And went to Bethlehem straightway, this blessed Babe to find: ALL sing Refrain 

   
CHOIR But when to Bethlehem they came, whereat this Infant lay, 

They found Him in a manger, where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother Mary kneeling, unto the Lord did pray: ALL sing Refrain 

 

ALL  Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place, 
  And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface: ALL sing Refrain 

 



SIXTH LESSON Matthew 2: 1–12 Nathaniel Riggle, lector 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came 
to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 
all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired 
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod 
secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 
Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
 
Motet How Far Is It to Bethlehem? arr. David Willcocks 
Ascension Choir 

How far is it to Bethlehem? Not very far.  
Shall we find the stable room lit by a star? 
Can we see the little Child? Is he within?   
If we lift the wooden latch may we go in?  
May we stroke the creatures there, ox, ass, or sheep?  
May we peep like them and see Jesus asleep? 
If we touch his tiny hand will he awake?  
Will he know we’ve come so far just for his sake? 
Great kings have precious gifts, and we have naught,  
little smiles and little tears are all we brought. 
For all weary children Mary must weep.  
Here, on his bed of straw, sleep, children, sleep. 
God in his mother’s arms, babes in the byre,  
sleep, as they sleep who find their heart’s desire. 

 
The people shall stand for the final lesson and carol. 



SEVENTH LESSON  John 1:1–14 SuEllen Pommier, Senior Warden 
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children 
of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And 
the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 
son, full of grace and truth. 
 
Carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Adeste fidelis 
Choir & Congregation  arr. and descant by David Willcocks 
 
  ALL  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  
  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
  Come and behold him, born the King of angels:  

REFRAIN: O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  
  O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

God of God, light of light,  
  Lo! he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 

Very God, begotten, not created:  REFRAIN 
 

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
  Sing all ye citizens of heaven above; 

Glory to God in the highest:  REFRAIN 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;  
  Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: REFRAIN 

 



CELEBRANT: The Lord be with you.  
ALL: And with thy spirit.  

 
THE COLLECT FOR THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
O God, you who have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him 
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in 
glory everlasting. Amen. 

 

The people are seated for the Homily. 
 
Homily             The Rev. C. Phillip Craig, Jr. 
The Peace BCP p. 332 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Offertory Carol The Infant King arr. John Rutter 
Ascension Choir Emma Mildred Riggle, soloist (b. 1945) 

 
Sing lullaby! Lullaby baby, now reclining, Sing lullaby! 
Hush, do not wake the Infant King.  
Angels are watching, stars are shining, 
Over the place where he is lying. Sing lullaby! 
 
Sing lullaby! Lullaby baby, now a-sleeping, Sing lullaby! 
Hush, do not wake the Infant King.  
Soon will come sorrow with the morning, 
Soon will come bitter grief and weeping: Sing lullaby! 
 
Sing lullaby! Lullaby baby, now a-dozing, 
Sing lullaby! Hush, do not wake the Infant King.  
Soon comes the cross, the nails, the piercing,  
Then in the grave at last reposing: Sing lullaby! 
 
Sing lullaby! Lullaby! is the babe a-waking? Sing lullaby! 
Hush, do not stir the Infant King.  
Dreaming of Easter, gladsome morning,  
Conquering Death, its bondage breaking: Sing lullaby! 



CELEBRANT: All things come of thee, O Lord. 
ALL: And of thine own have we given thee. 

 
The people rise. 

 
Eucharistic Prayer II    BCP p. 340 
 
Sanctus  From Messe pour le tems de Noël Michel Corrette  
Ascension Choir Marion Edens, soloist  
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Holy, Holy, Holy,  
Dominus Deus Sabaoth Lord God of hosts. 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. Heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 
Hosanna in excelsis. Hosanna in the highest. 
Benedictus qui venit Blessed is He that cometh  
in nomine Domini.  in the name of the Lord. 

 
Agnus Dei From Messe pour le tems de Noël Michel Corrette 
Ascension Choir  

 
Agnus Dei, Lamb of God,   
qui tollis peccata mundi, who takest away the sins of the world, 
miserere nobis. have mercy upon us. 

 

Agnus Dei, Lamb of God,  
  qui tollis peccata mundi, who takest away the sins of the world, 

dona nobis pacem. grant us thy peace. 
 
Communion of the Faithful 

 
All baptized persons are welcome to receive communion. Others are welcome to come to 

the rail for a blessing, crossing your arms to indicate your preference. 
 
Distribution Noël IV  Jean-Jacques Beauvarlet-Charpentier 
  (1734-1794) 
 
 



Candlelight Carol # 111 “Silent Night, Holy Night” Stille Nacht 
Congregation & Choir 
 

ALL Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.  
 
Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia. 
Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!  
 
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light, 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  

Blessing 
 
Recessional Carol “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn 
Congregation & Choir arr. and descant by David Willcocks 
 

ALL Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies 
With th’angelic host proclaim: “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  
 
Christ by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of a Virgin's womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail the incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  
 
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings! 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth,  born to give them second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Postlude Noël II Jean-Jacques Beauvarlet-Charpentier 



Please join us after the service for cookies and tea in the Common Room. 
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